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THE REVIEWING STAND

By Alexander Woollcott

The Sublimation of Mr, i1,

af H,
George

ATER-"MERTON
4 dramatization
n's story, r

and Marc

|'ll.
3

Co

Teusle Kearns.
Elmer Huaff,......
Charley Harper
Lewter Montaguse
The Montague Gilrl
Easting Mrector
Bigmund Hossnblatt...
i v
An expectant audience puacked the
‘ort Theater with good will lust eve-
ning—a wildly miscellaneous audience
coming with high hopes to the play
alled "Merton of the Movies,”
wpes were not disappointsd.
:he rambling and uneven tale
Harry Leon the
Saturday Fvening Post, those two con-
firmed collaborators Kauf-
man and Marc Connelly have builded

L
Edwin Muxy \rl

Out of
which
Wilson wrote for

George B.

delighttul comedy,

When so well known u story finds it

YRy at last to the stage it i{s a sanc-
|

‘ified custom of the morning after re-
views to shalte their heads pensively
and lament a lttle the sorry falling off,
the inevitable cheapening and detrl-
iien, that are a part of the process of |
dramatization. This time lhese old
stencils really will not do. The play
they have written is a thing of more
delicate comedy and of finer fiber than
ever Wilson's story wns, and it is with.
out shoddy from: the beginning to the
end.

To-an unexpected degree it tugs at
the most inaccessible yympathies, This
*tory of the handy hoy in the village
grocery store who dronmed of attain-
ing something bigger and finer in mo-
tion pletures becomes, as written and
ig played at the Cort, a very fable of
innoeence, of youthful illusions, of the
world unspoiled. It takes on the gen-
tiemess and overtones of “Peter Pan™
Tes, he is a Peter Pan of Hollywood,
this AMerton GiNl. Bomething of the
preposterous chokiness that overtakes
all honorable people when the Barrie
masterplece is unfolding, clutches at
the throat as the tragi-comedy of Mer-
ton reaches {ts climax at thr Cort,

Those

In the Hnal scene he [y sitting su-
ﬂ--rhlf it the telephone explaining his
plans for the future to the editor
"S8llver Screenings."” He intends,
suys, to marry Miss Montague,
has been his best pal, of course.
| he might add his seversst critic,
{those familiar lines gave
last night for the curtaln to descend,
| was it altogether fancy that we seemod
|to see him standing in the tossing,
twinkling treetops high above & dreary

| world, waving good-by?

It is impossible, as well as unneces-
sary, to separate out two such per-
fectly blended strands aas Glenn Hun-
ter and this play, Here is a fine and
uncommonly appealing actor meeting
tha role of his heart. A dramatic
| eritie's heaven is probably a theater
where there are no flrst editions and
whers ull the roles are as exactly cast
as this one, Ot of It emerges such a
Merton Gll s Wilson must

of

he
She
And,

quite realizing in print. Ouot of it
comes an embodiment a2 satisfying as
any experience we have found in the
theater this year,

Nor 18 it necessary to particularize
| in the matter of the surrounding cast,

1 which is well chosen throughout.
There should be a word for Lucile
| Webster in a tiny role and several

| words for Florence Nush in u big one.
Miss Nash is, of course, the Montague
girl, At firet we rebelled a little at
the too famillar Cohanesqgue nasal, the
“tel]l all the hoys In Forty-second

street” air with which point after
point was pitched llke a quoit at the
first nighters out front. Here, weo

said, was a canny, expert comedienne,
who knew how to put her shoulder to
any sagging sceme and would put this
one over if she emashed it «in the
process. We sald all these things and
{ then ate our words when Florence
Nash filled the final act with a great
tenderness and the finest understand-
Ing any authors could ask.

All iIn all, & charming and civilized
and abundant entertainment, more
adroit in its derfslon of the movies
than any of its predecessors, more
workmanlike than any play the
Messrs. Kaufman and Connelly have
written. It is a pleasure and a duty
to wind up this report with the phrase
“Success—He mld -~

Mlle. Sorel Opeus
Engagement With
Brilllant Playing

First Night Audience Forms
One of Important Society
Assemblieg.

Mile. Cecile Sorel and M. Albert Lam.
bert of the Comedia Francalse and asso-
clates began o two weeks engagement
at the Thirty-ninth Street Theater last
night in Emlle Augler's “L'Aventuriere,”
Mlie.

Frade, a rich Paduan of &0,
she French bheauty, a resonant
French volce and exceeding grace,

The play s Padua In the
fAfteenth century. Clorinde ancial
aspirations, and though not {nterested {n
Wonte-Prade further than his mililons,
willing to marry him, despite the oppo-
sitlon of hia
nephew Horooe,
through with the

At this polat,

has

in
has

ie

and Intends
marriage,
Fabrice, played with
axtraordinary tr th and delleately
bulit detarmination by M. Lambert, re-
turns to hils father's home after ¢en
years of adv rous exile. Ha
troduced to Monte-Frade arm a friond of
his son's and, as In ull French plays,
inls father does not recognize him until
he Is caught making love to Clerinde,
the great climuactic scene of the play.

She decldes to run away with this
voung man, but Annibal, her brother,

to go

who guldes her whnale i refuses to
let Monte-Prade's money y o easily, |
mnd threatens a duel with Fabrice, They

detide to settls the matter quistly with
w sum of money. But the adventuress,
who hnas dealt with futher cold-

the

Mloodedly for his pearls and rieh robes,
eannot ace

h the son,
declaims

ept such terma
t just” as SHorel
“1 have found a man.
the father, no lIonger

menaced with s

blesnes his daug and nephew
elin, .
Sarah Bernhardt may well congrato- |
jate Ceoclle Sorel and her compuny hv:
vable, ns we are dald WS |
visit Is a rare for n |

y do not oft

SBorel as Clorinde, an adventurcss |
from Madrld who has captivated Monte- |
in superb, |

daughters Ceclle and his |

in-|

 dotags, |
in |

Cohan S New Play,
Here From Boston,
Sparkles With Fun

!‘Little Nellie Kelly,” Satirical
. Mugsical Piece, Opens at
Liberty.

“Lattle Neliy Kelly," a satirical mu-
fiea) play from the abundunt genlun of
George M. Cohan, arrived last evening
at the Liberty Theater, fresh from con-
| eeded success In Hoston, the hub of
things Caltic as well a# things oultural,

The entertainment offered at the Lib-
erty aerved the double purpose of wel-
coming home Mr. Cohan and his typl-
cally New York play. After three hours
packed with swiftly moving action, ture-
ful Cohanceque melodled, clever dancing
and settings that were and will be easy
to look upon, the *erowd was not satls-
fied. It clamored for the author and di-
rector of the plece. He nppeared,
beamed his pleasure, told how happy
every one on the stage was with the
| opening performance, and every one else
was satiafied,

“Little Nellle Kally,” fairly sparkies
with wholesome fun, chiefly satire on
the popularity of the mystery plays.
Some of the recent mystery "hits” are
| woven into ecatchy song which makes
| the listener feel that Mr., Cohan was
| smiling while he wrote to prove that
| musien]l shows as well ws mystery plays
| can entertain.

i The stuff in the plot Is conventional
enough—to a point. Then, the author

began poking fun deftly at others. He
| ewitched from a mixture of love and
| dancing, snapped off the lights and
and made his own plot mysterfous, It

all was about the loss of & pearl neck-
lace, conventlonally apprafsed wt $250,-
000, The arch-plotters, who hoped they
might keep Nellle as the principal st-
traction In thelr exclusive ¥ifth avenue
shop, wera in turn
out snatched.” ‘They didn't
pearls ut all, but thelr owner adroitly
kept them from being stolen In any
fushlon and ultimately baffled the two
couples, Llittla Nellle, in the and, fared
kappily with only one of her many
loves.

have |
| dreamed of and cursed himself for ua:l
them a shrewd and wise and utterly |

“out gwitched and |
gt the

o

}
|
|
|

AS|
the signal|

thentergor J Although the plece would be good, ba-
splendid w, such technique of | cause of Its authorship, it was better for
dietion  and ature such  finished | the cast Mr. Cohan picked. Blizabesth
action—thn theater of | Himes plonsed as Nellie, and she wnr|
France, of which . Lam- | competently supported by Charles King,
bert and Mille, ¥ expo-| who played and sang Jerry Conroy
nents, It 15 =a unities | “from The Bronx” In a way that auvdi-
observed o * doea In | ;‘nu " c-nja-y.ﬂ :i;#l Remind Mes of My
“LrAventur | other” und * 1 My Lnck Comes
Mile. Borsl's oo supplement her | flolling Along,"” two of several hits
work admirably M. Fer- | which he sang, were better Lecauvse he
nand Charpin hiz drunken | was there.
woane sunny L& f the dlldl“ll(‘""'-: But thers was more. Dancing by the
lagghing ton n¢ at & 1 gt "=|I.nrr.|:;p- Sisters, Jowsaph Nilemeyer and
an authentle wine Allean Hamilton, Cunsingham and
- Clementa, Carl Hamom and James and
The first night | Mercer Templeton doserves a word,
of the Imnort along with what lrl:--r all did In off |
lamt evening ing "When You o the Hinky Dea"
in one of the ¢ Marion Sak], as Marie, and Ceorgia |
end Mrie. Pul r ¥ | Calne ms her mother, the loser of the |
with Mra. W liam K Vanderblit were | ponels and the aventunl dea e machina, !
i.\::.,‘.II_I:[‘_._'. dn Wolfa and Mr Herr ANNR | played an If they onjoyed it “The others, | e
q urven \\. lHnm. Randolph | uen to r'r\.‘ lgners of the sels lltl
flearst had that included D | cowne,  semed
and Sr.--n* Jo Hiake, s\‘-lﬂ_ 1 3""‘-* | warmth to Mr. Cohan's return
r"h;':‘: !Il B Count and Uounts "i' The Hno may form at the right. .
Others In the jdledoe were Mr 1 - T
fre. ¥. Egorton We -'h Mr. and Mra R | Advcrunmmt. E
Horace Gallatin, M we Warra -
Ir Mr. Stephen B ¥ .km . wWho wns '
ABCOINg Iad by several friends Mrw | How TO DARKEN
Hroady r ! Mr. Albert R, Shat- |
otk, Mr. and . Oscar L. Richard, | GRAY HAIR
fr. and Mra [Henry Woalrott Warner, I
) A - | mg T ' wo WM | =
s e o, VP 4l | A Cingintati Barber Tella How to
Fa. Robe Livingwton 1 Middla
thice. Mr., atd Mrs, &how Pahn Make s Remedy for Gray Hair.
el Mirs. Harnait Hateh nd Mrs. | A well known resident of Cincinnati,
‘\‘rrnlrmtuunv‘- III‘IT.I.' .\—!r-“?l. T Mra. | Ohio, who has been a barber for more
""“"'__I' S g sallper il than forty wvears, recently made the
.’?:,.l.“n.,‘ \;: ”:r 0 ."p, ,.I.‘_;,.:.,: fu.l]:;:\'ru: <tatement :
Miss Mando K. Wets btra. 5. Wiley |, /\MI/OOS GRR_[Vepire & sunple mix-
Givbett. Mr. und Men 2 Thomas, | tUTe at home. at very little cost, that |
S Prancia 35 Cabat, M wates | Wil darken gray hair, and make it |
Douglas Wigein, Mra. Willlam H |soft and glossy a | pint of |
rn. Samuel lLewimohn and Mr, Leon | Water add 1 ounc rum, a small
nethirr | box of lklrlv‘; Compound and % ounce
— —eee | plycerine, hese ingredients can be
MRS MINEHART'S NEW PLAY. ;|"'I'll:ilt at any drug store at very little
Wagenhaly & Kempor have accepted |cost, Apply to the haie twice a week
naw play by Mary Roberts R| until the desimed shade is obtained.
il présent unnamsq4  They ' This will make a gray-haired person
i||!-') "-‘Iw;-r A in_al rl»':l’ 1 , I twenty irs vounger t i5 easy
the HEst of the new yone. It fu an orlg. | 10 Use, does fiat cclor the most delicat
nal play on which. Mrs. Rinelart hay | 501D 13 not. sticky or greasy and does

fon working the better part of a yeas

not rub off "

“ . s ” |
n Ospltallty | voming—indeed, the play was as va-
table In Its moods us New ],nglu:"'
E uit Pla ers | weather., Tt opens almost on a note of | e ——
farce, with a crude attem, n
q y y | clely tea n the dingy l‘utl}n';t u\"a-r"’:[ Flflf Am."“" Play s‘ledcd
Make an Advance Weste boarding lhouse ‘i'luruue‘u u'| for Pfﬂ&ﬂdlﬁ!l-
| the other two acis it hovers o ver | —
| come t_\.l and :}1_&:-;!!1. as Kipling says, CHICAGH, \m 13 —Announcement Hld’-
omes close t ving :
4 y = - T y l;mlm- {'Intl-l-' '; P?n;:‘r:::s“:ng?:l}ru | *The Hulry Ape” by Eugone O'Neill,
. . g e h el =
Becond Offering at Their Sea-| ST "t 1s almost the. femiiins | had been selected s the first Amerfoan |
" ] o lel In its homely pung Y » uy lo resente J -
son Has Strong Thisd Act |Sviel In 1ts homely pukensy of the (PIAF (o he Sresmntad fa the Ofeen.:he]
| 'n Noa : s : .I'-..uu .Ir--i\'--ry foel ltlf national theatey at Paris, was made to-
) ¥ 7 oy the character In her nerld moments, n| .. o N ¥
"I 'h" ““II \“"' t. | her underlylng kindliness, In her vaelk day at the offioss of tha Drama l‘”lmlr"
el BBy Intlon over petty detadls, and she sounds | ©f America; News of the selectian was,
I'hr» note of maternity even more flercely | recetved in a cable message from M. |
In their second offering, “Hospitality,” | thin & woman's magnzine. It s in her | Denier, director of the Odeon. |
which opened at the Equity Forty-elghtn | #entimental moments that Miss Hale "he Dr sapgud, through § -
% ; Auit) y iR |\l‘ll\"" a trifle too much—she is too in- The Drama Leagus, LI;J.1 ugh .l.' comimil
Strest Theater laust night, the lqult_v| tellectunl for the occastonal sniffie, ten composed of Walter Pritchinrd Eaton,
Players have presented work far Phyllis Povah his an extremely dis- | Montrose Moses, Margaret Anglin, Ken-
superior 1o their first and more worthy | “Ereeabls role a8 the cold hearted young | peth Mucgowsin, Theodore Hinckley and
of thofr polley of producing plays which | & e, b 1t she !f|=lJ'H ]1' with extraovdi-| Afes, A, Starr Best, nationally known |
e el i | nury force a.m] vitulity at times, In I.'\-'T._“||1~-.-<.-1n..-u on the drama, submitted five |
t RVCTAE MANAgEr wou ardly en- | the r-‘-u.'ln-I‘ﬂ}: instant of the play (= plays, including, bestdes “The Halry|
tertain for a second and which otherwise | hers, when she confesses her infldelity | Ape.,” “Anna Christie.” “The New York
would simply remain the admiration of | r‘ ""t_l .\"'Lll-l:] Tl!‘ur‘nu}‘i. At this point| jgea,” “The First Year” and “Kindling." |
- om FPowers hatd & chance to show his | pMpr Denler's cabl i *The Halry Ape"!|
collogs Wi o t for BIrth | e ilee Buk 2 Te AL GRS S GO W il
L . l (uallty, too, but the rest of the timd f"'I would be given an Immedlate pl'-:u-.-:lL.'n!
In the great world ard Leon | was compelled w Httle but flutter | yjon 1
Canningham's first play is generally in- the premises vather weakly, —————— |
Wi i % =t Cooper, Stuart Sage, Margaret
teresting material f ng an even-| we the wirl Jennis wanted her | BACON TO TAKE REST.
Ing, and to that & uity FPlay- ' ATTN imnd Harrlette Woodruff —
ers have justifie T younger sister were all well | John D, 0'Harn, an 0ld Frieand, to
Iis thame | wor | ehiose i Augustin Duncan has Deen | - ALt in' " el
Dudcaahs watls Aemre an successful In staging  thi: Sy ShAnksmin ce i
might be consldersd lconoelastic, 1t eéx- | than “Mulvaloon,” though ine CRicas;, Nov. 13~=Frank Bacon, vets
podes the thought that parents who work | 8t times In his effort for verlsimilitude | eran snetor, foreed by {11 health m r.h
themselves to the bone for thelr chil- ;
dren, meanwhile nagging them heartily,
haven't deme the whole of thelr duty
They must look hospitably upon their
offepring, treat them with affection, not
as propertis it as transient guests
and give Lhr-m gome gf the consldera-

tion they would get in a hotel—or even
in the boarding house which the parents
happen to

In this cnse Je
as p rooming

alls has slaved
o send her

son Peter throu but she has
been so undemor hat her devo-
tion 5 assumed nost, the character
of an insult. Her son has been fearful

of showing his innate
finding, toll 1
holds him unfillal and ungrateful-—and
tums for affection to a wealthy, head-
strong girl whom he has in collage.

It Is toward breakir Ils *sad-
den marrisge with this that the
mothe turns all her waning energtes,
unloading herpalf on hoer =on’'s home
under pretence of being paupserized In
order to drive away from him with her
commonness the girl
be unworthy of her boy., One of the
most etriking, unconventional and yet
elemental scenes is that when the caus-

love for his fault

mother—Iindesd, she

met
up

girl

1
|

|

whom she feels (o]

tic but still doting mother bargains
with tha wife to go the length of run-
ning off with her admirer in order to|
releasa her son,

That Inst act is indeed powerful,
though like much of the play It needs
dehydrating. There had been little pre-

SPRING §
WATER

« TELEPHONE «
CORTLAND 8090

_HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS.

TO-NIGHT

121 West 45th St.

The Touraine

%11 EAST 3%h STREET
NEW YORK CITY
An spartment Hotel catering to patrans
who desire exclusive surrounflings. Sev-
era] desirable furished apartments by
the year or shorter pers

RESTAURANT A LA CARTE
A. R. SMITH, Prop.

Formerly of the 5t. Hegis.

MO NTICELLO

A8-37 WEST Illlll -1‘ M Y. lll\
llr!trru fI TR

r hway at r—rr.e«
all

D
IV IER

Hote

to delight In adding T‘ble d.Hote sl _50

PAM‘Q Uﬂ

[ RESTA

QUAINTEST PLN:I.’
== [N AMERICA ~

O % gce

BROATWAY & J0™ ST
Business Lunclieons in Grill, 90c

Hotel Embassy
BROADWAY at 70(!1 ST.
J. C. LAVIN, Prop

In the hea
fx v t

~Q= |

DBroadway .\
Apartments '

mum

ElI.EGI._AIRE

REETTON HALL,

ﬁl. AAAE wmia,

IIU]IU LANGDON, ® E. 56TH
Begtnurnmt a In Corte,

viously to suggest that such an sot wWns

‘THE HAIRY APE’ FOR

to an excellgit dullness,

up hiz role as Lightwitt’ Rill Jones after
| more than 2,000 performances, probably
| will return to the cast before the

ATSTIN ETRONG A’ﬁ ACTOR,

Austin  Strong, . author of “Seventh | FO"S to Boston next month, sceording
Heaven," red In hls own play at |to John L. Golden, producer
the Booth Theater last night, assuming | “Mr. Bacon merely has been forced to

rest long enough to regaln hils health”
sald Mr. Golden. “He will remain in &
Chicago hotel”

Meanwhile the part will be playved by
John I O'Hara, an old friend of Bacon,
| at the iatter's request,

the role usually played by Hubert Druce. ':
Drruce, who has been suffering from
rheumatism egeveral duys, was forbldden
by his physician from playing. The rols
that of Boul, P in tuxl driver, and
iz one of the principals®
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MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Matinee 2.15 Evening 8.15
WORLD'S CHAMPIONSHIP COWBOY CONTESTS

Last Two Contests Today to Decide
Cowboy and Cowgirl
Champions of the World

$25,000 in Prizes Awarded Today
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